The communication development in 11 children with Angelman's syndrome is described. The clinical observation that these children appear to have a greater ability with receptive rather than expressive language is investigated and these skills assessed using published communication schedules. In addition the understanding and the use of nonverbal communication such as natural gesture was studied. The data collected highlight the fact that these children have developed very few words and have difficulty in using gestural or sign systems. This has implications for speech and language therapists and the children's remedial programmes. Possible future longitudinal studies are suggested.
Clinical features
Clinical features include delayed developmental milestones from early infancy, ataxic movements, typical facial features with frequent tongue thrusting, unprovoked laughter, and seizures. Angelman remarked on the resemblance of these children, with their jerky arm movements, to a marionette and used the term 'puppet children' to describe them. OROFACIAL We plan to undertake a larger study to look in greater depth at the language and speech development of these children and to compare the familial and non-familial cases. We will need to relate language comprehension level to nonverbal cognitive ability and to assess the possible problems of gross, fine, and oral motor control.
It is a priority to try and establish a level of cognitive function in these children. In particular, an investigation of their visual perceptual skills should help to establish which augmentative system of communication would be most appropriate to their needs. Finally the relationship between levels of comprehension and the use of social functions of communication should be investigated.
